497 Commereial Center Strest
Beverly Hills Galifornis
April 17 1950

Dr. Fdenrd Bibrineg,
Chairman, Committee on Institutes,
The Ameriean Peychosnslytic Association '

82 Marlberough Street,
Boston 16, Mass,

Dear Dr. Bikring:

Dr, Eobert P. Kniehd, Chairmen of the Boerd on Professional

tenderds, has written me thet he has forwarded to you the application
for recognition of snother psychoenalytic institute in los ingeles sub-
mitted by Drs. Miller, Grotjahn and Romm, You have also received a
statement dated April 64k, 1950 and Bigned by eil training analystse of
the Los Angeles Institute for Peychoenalysis reguesting thit the aprlico-
tion for recognition of enother psychosnalytic institute in Los ingeles
be acted upon pronptly.

i I wish %o state for those tralaing snslysts who will remain
with the pragent Tos Angeles Institute for Pgychosnalysis, namely, Mrs.
Frances Derdl, Drs. David Brunswick, Relph Gresngon, Cherles ¥, Tidd,
Carel Van der Heide and myeelf that neither the sbove mentioned state-
ment of Aprdl 6ih nor the one which accompenised the spplisation esn be
construed sg sn endorsement T spongorehip of the new institutie on
our part,

I shonld like to give you & brief summery of the events
that have led to the present situstion in Los fngeles.

Practically from the very beginning of this inegtitute
and soclety there has been some digeord among tralning snelveie and
other members of the soeiety., In prineiple the csuses sre the game
thet exist in most or a1l other perchoanalytic groupe snd are well
kmomn to you. The main issues involved are alwsys basleslly s lack
of thorough wnderstanding of psychoznalysie, ite theories and tech-
nleal necessities, which results in 1ll-coneceived sttempts at so-ealled
progress, and prematurs abandoning of well esteblished perts of psycho-
snalyticul theory amd technisue. Most of us older snalyste have seen
euch thinge hsppen again and again, and are eware of the fact that they
are due either to resistsnces mever analysed or to o *return of the re~
presslon” and that suech progress proeeeds in & backwsrd dirsetion, Dif.
ferences of an ewoiisnsl nature ars isually present, but of minor im-
portsnee,

The difficuliies here were elready in existemce whem Emnst
Bimmel and Otto Fenichel were still alive, but heve beconme inersasingly
more glaring sinee then,

My friends =nd I became more snd mere concerned sbout the
problem of how te diseharge our obligation to teach good psychoanslysis
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and how to trein competent analysts, as the discord interfered morse
end more with the eperation of the traiming school snd maintensnee
of high standards. We reslized that a wey would have to be found
to eliminute the frieticm and peeure adequate tesening snd training.

In sccord with my friends I propesed om February zZamd, 1350 .
& reorganisation of the Educstion Eommittee and tralning schocl along
lines elmilar to the solutdon fownd a few years ago in the London

o Pgyehoenaiytic Institute. This compromise solutiom which recogaizes two

greups with the right to orgapise independent tewching and treining
programs within one institute appeured to ws the only one that would
buve protected the studento' interssts snd rights in the ‘baet poesible
way. < This propogel wes flatly rajected. The opposing group ¢éonsist-
ing of Urs. Grotishn, Hiller und Romm imeipted that the only sclution
that would setisfy them would be & eomplete gplid~up end the foumdation
of snother institute. After a lengthy discussion we agreed to this,

; - In order %o faeilitate the establishnent of the mew ip-
gtitute and to protect the lnterests of the studenta it was agreed
thet the seceding members would de jure if not de facto remain with
the precent institute $4311 the new imsiitude was recognized and e~
tablished, Also for the purpese of facilitatimg the fomdetion of
spother institute we agreed to appoint Dr, Normsn Levy twaining snel-
y8% with the wderstending thet he wonld fumction in the new institute.

1 personally am not happy about the present sitwation,
but realige that there is definitely nc other woy out than e eomplete
splitup, if a clear 1ife is tc be dramm betwoen what we comelder
£ovd analysis and othér forms of paychotherspy that ingist on eail-~
ing under the flsg of peychosnclysis, -

I 2n enclosing a eopy of 2 statement submitisd by cur
group to.our students' orgenisation which endesyors 4o explaia to

. Them ‘the stand teken by us.

ﬁinegrely yours,

. Erngt Lewy, H. D,

EL/r1
 Enolesure



