THIS IS THE FIRST TRANSCRIPT OF THE SECOND INTERVIEW OF MRS. FRANCES DERI,
FOR THE HISTORY COMMITTEE, CONDUCTED ON MAY 31, 1963, AT HER HOME,
12415 ROCHEDALE LANE, LOS ANGELES 49, BY DOCTOR ALBERT KANDELIN, TRANS-

SCRIBED BY MRS, JEANNE HERZOG.



K: How do you do, Mrs., Deri?
D: Thank you, quite well. Do you still think that I can tell you anything
interesting? I don't.

K: Well, I am sure you can, and we shall just wait and see.

N

All right.

K: I was here in February for our first interview, and since ﬁhat time

I probably have picked up some information and some facts, about you even,
so I may be able to ask certain questions which might be helpful.

D: Sure, go ahead.

K: Doctor Lewy was able to tell us a good deal about his personal back-~
ground, which included not only education and training, but even something
about his persomal family background, which, I think you will agree with

me, has significant importance in telling us about the character and

nature of people who later become psychoanalysts., I know about you,
for example, that you were born in Vienna, but know very little about
your personal history and so forth. Could you give me a little sketch
about yourself?

D: Well, what do you want to knmow? I was bormn in Viennaiin December,
1880, as a twin. I had a twin sister and two older brothers. One is
still alive and is a pr&feasor of sociplogy in London, England. What
else do you want to know,

K: What was your father's occupation?

D: My father was a business man., I don't think it has anything to do
with the history of our group. He was a business man; his business was

mother-of~-pearl, that is, o the raw shells from
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whiéh the mother-of-pearl is made. What else?

'1‘:ﬁ}gi1€think you know how important is the psychology of twins. Can you
'sayAsométhing about your sister,

D: I can only say that we were in every respect quite diffefent. ' Not

enly that she was very beautiful -~ tall and slender and light blond,

bat?ShQ;:imntﬁhzﬂﬁﬂt283¥=£h3$§ she was a very beautiful girl. She died 5

a few years ago,: from some hematoma, I think it's called. She lived:

the last years of rher life in.London with my brother and his famiiy,

after a fewﬁyeérS‘during Which-my}brother:as well as I thought that

she didn't live any longer because we knew that the whole district. of

‘Berlin whére she used to live was demolished by bombs. fThat's"'all I

;. can tell you abeut that., B8he was quite different a1s§ in another way =--

" different from me; she was net at all interested in science or psychology

or anything like .that. ‘'She was interested in beautiful clothes and

wonderful recipes,:you know, and things like that. She was married

to a very welliknewn.pediatrician,»a Doctor Langstein, who was killed

by the Nazis. What else?

K: What were some of the details about your education, what schools or

kind of schooléﬂ' é

D: My‘eduCation? Well, you knew, that was so many years ago that I

can't tell‘you:very much;any,more.L I:finished the elementary schools

and . the Lyceum, and then I devoted.three years to studies in sociology

and psychology; these studies were completed at the University of Vienna

in 1902, :And then I' became a social worker, and founded a large welfare

organizatien in Berlin, Germany. I was the founder and the director
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of this organization, director for eleven years, and followed this up

by supervising and training a staff of social workers, giving lectures,

many, many lectures and seminars, and also publishing a large number

of articles on sociological and psychological topics in newspapers

and periodicals, I haven't rescued any of these articles because you

know every book that we took with us to the United States was looked upon

by Nazis, and so we destroyed everything that had the slightest hint at,

to day you would say subversive things. I had an analysis with Doctor

Karl Abraham from 1921 to 1922, which was interrupted by his illness,

which later led to his death, 1In 1926 I was accepted as a candidate

in the Institute in Berlin, the analytic Institute. My training analysis

was with Doctor-ﬁagénggfgs, from 1926 to 1929, and in 1928 I was

authorized to do private practice. Two years after that, in 1930,

I became an assistant to Doctor Ernst Simmel at Schloss-Tegel Sanitarium

and Clinic, where I worked for almost two years, until Schloss-Tegel

was closed in 1933, The situation in Berlin was -- it wasn't possible

to work there; for instance, one of my patients, a very active Communist,

came one day and said, "Listen, I think I have to tell you that I am

being shadowed, A man follows me on my way to the hour with you, and

when I come down now I know he is in the doorway of the house across

the street, so he knows quite well I am coming to you, and it may

become perhaps even dangerous for you.' Well, he was right, and £o=

three weeks after that he was killed by the Nazis. So, I didn't like

to stay in Berlin, and so I went in 1933 to Prague, Czechoslovakia,
Brli =t /) W
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appointed me personally, he gave it to me in writing, a special appointment
for being a training analyst, and I began to train young doctors in
Prague, mostly doctors who did analysis already for a long time without
having been analyzed themselves., I organized the amalytic group in
Prague, and directed it until 1935, When I emigrated to the United
States, to Los Angeles, I conducted lectures and seminars for the
psychoanalytic Study Group, at that time a training center of the Chicago
Institute for Psychoanalysis. 1In 1938, the Study Group became a training
center of Topeka, of the Topeka Institute, and throughout this time I
conducted training amalysis. It wasn't before 1946 that the Los Angeles
Psychoanalytic Society and Institute received recognition by the

American Psychoanalytic Association. It was April 11, 1946 that I was
appointed training analyst and instructor by the Los Angeles Institute
for Psychoanalysis, and in the following year, in June, 1947, I was
elected Honorary Member of the Society. Since then I have devoted full
time to training, supervising, and teaching candidates in the Los

Angeles Institute, I have for many years had not a single private
patient, but only trainees, In the beginning I conducted a number of
seminars, about Freud's writings, about dream interpretation, technique,
metapsychology, and so on, and gave lectures and courses. One of my
papers on sublimffation was published in The Quarterly in 1939, another
on neurotic disturbances of sleep in The International Journmal in 1942,
My non-analytic teaching experience was, oh, that was about fifteen or
sixteen years of teaching social workers, and my non-analytic publications

consisted of approximately a hundred to a hundred and fifty papers on
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sociological and psychological topics. That is about all I can tell you
about my development, I don't know whether this is of any interest

for the history of our group, but you can always pick out what {ij&
interesting and omit the other things,

K: 1 assure you it's very interesting, and, as I said earlier, probably
and possibly it has significance as material for a study of who are
those people who become psychoanalysts, and what has their previous
preparation been,

D: One thing I could tell you about that =~ you could ask of course how
come that I came to analysis, I told you that I used to be a social
worker, and trained a lot of social workers, and it was during this

time that I noticed again and again that many of those people who came
for help to us did‘things which gave the impression as if they had
created the dangerous or bad situation they were in, you know, and

I couldn't understand it, and-took quite some time in investigating.
What made these people do those things? And finally it occurred to me
that perhaps by analysis I could find out, and so I went to analysis,
into analysis, with Doctor Abraham, ﬁy first analyst. It was really at
first to find out something for my previous professién, you know? For
social work, But then I was so fascinated by not only my own analysis
but also by the analytic books that I read that I dropped social work
and devoted myself entirely to psychoanalysis, 4

K: The name Karl Abraham is a famous pioneer name. What can you say

about the individual? Can you say something about him, your observatioms

or personal impressions?
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D: Well, it's not very easy, That was so many years ago. I needn't

tell you that he was very bright, brilliant, and impressed me very much
by interpretations and showing me connections and so on, But you know

a few months after I came to him his illness began, and for quite a

while he continued working, but he wasn't quite the same man anymore,

you know, because he suffered, and I didn't know that., I thought, "My God,
Abraham has changed," and then I learned that he was severely ill, and

was in constant pain, and finally he had to give up his practice,

K: As I remember it, he had some kind of a pulmonary infection?

D: Yes, which started allegedly from a piece of fish bone that he
inhaled. I know, I learned later, that there was much discussion about
the possibility of operating, but he didn't want it; he didn't believe
that it could be cured by surgery. That's all I can tell you about

that, HW
K: You mentioned another famous name, of course, that of HEE%AFachs.
Similarly, do you have some personal observations or impressions on
him?

D: Well, I knew Sachs much longer, We had many things in common. In
the first place he also came from Vienna, and we were approximately the
same age, so we had quite a lot of common acquaintances and friends.
Also what concerns Sachs, I needn't tell you that he was very bright,
He was originally an attorney in Vienna, and then was analyzed by Freud,
and turned away from being an attorney and became a psychoanalyst,

K: The last time I interviewed you, you told me that you wrote to him,

asking him about where to come, and he suggested Detroit or Los Angeles,
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Had he ever been to California, to have such a good impression about

Los Angiiiiz——is

D: Yes, I think so. Also, long after my analysis, a year or two before
his death, he was in Los Angeles again, and we saw each other again,

and I know that he mentioned some things which he had seen before, at
some previous visit to Los Angeles, so he must have been here.

K: Because it would be interesting to know, at this earliest visit did
he have some contact with who it was that could have been here at that
time?

D: No, he had very good friends, but they were not analysts. I remember,
wait a minute, what was the name, I have forgotten at the moment, because
I scarcely know them. =3

K: Another famous name, which Doctor Lewy mentioned, was that d{\fﬁjﬁiek. //
Did you know him or have any contact with him in Berlin? =%
D: Not in Berlin, I met him at first, wait a minute, at a convention in,
where was it =- I think in Dresden, I don't remember which convention

it was, and we became quite friendly., He was a fascinating man. j

K: Did he practice analysis, or have formal training?

D: Oh yah, oh yah, he did. I know I saw him the first time at some con-
vention, and he gave a paper about bedwetting, and we all were quite
surprised about his first sentence, because the first sentence of this
paper was, ''Ladies and gentlemen, I was a bedwetter.” And it was quite
an interesting paper.

K: He of course was a medical man, who practiced medicine before he went

into analytic work.
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D: L think so,

K: Lewy mentioned several names. Did you know Bernfeld in Berlin?

D: Very well, I brought him over here., I signed him an affidavit.

He was one of the thirty-one people whom I rescued from the pogrom, from

the terror that Germany then was, Germany and Austria, I knew him quite

well,

K: Also in Berlin were some American doctors in training. Did you

know Ives Hendrick, Thomas French, or Zilborg?

D: Zilborg I knew, the others I didn't know, not at all, I learmed
later that they had been there, but I never met them. Zilborg I knew.
He was so to say my classmate at the Institute, and we had part of

the way together, you know, his home was near my home, and so we walked
together after the lectures and seminars. But there was one American
there, wait a minute, what was his name. I have the book of him here.

K: Lewin or Kubie?

<‘.-——'—"_'F"\

D: No, Makan (?) or something like that, and I know that once in one

of the intermissions he came into the conversation, and I told him,
"Actually you are against analysis.'" And he said, "Don't speak so loud.
1'11 tell you this. I go to these lectures and seminars to learn more
about it, to investigate whether I'm right in my hostile attitude toward
it.," And later he wrote ?[book about, how is it called, "Freud's Tragic
Complex," or something izke that., I have the book here, I'll show it
to you afterwards; you can later write it in. He didn't become a

psychoanalyst.

K: Did you know Rado?
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D: Oh, yes, he was one of the teachers in the Institute. Rado was, Muller-

Braunschweig was, Eitingon was, Sachs was also, and who else was there -~

I don't know, Of the people who later became analysts I remember ~--

isn't it funny that I've forgotten so many names? This woman who is 7
. > HiLde ol

now a very good analyst in London., I don't recall her name now., And

Simmel was there, of course, By the way, Doctor Windholz, who is now

in San Francisco, was also in Prague when I went to Prague, and came into

analysis with me.

K: Yes, I know a little about the Prague situation from Hanna Fenichel's

interview; she was your successor, or came there after you had left.

She mentioned certain names., Were they people that you knew there?

Annie Reich?

D: Oh, yah, I analyzed her, which is no secret, because she tells it

A to everybody.

K: sSteffBornstein.

D: Yes, Sigfiﬁornstein wag there, also Berta Bornstein, then,-hew=ie

ghi=mama, Heinrich Loewenfeld, he is in New York now.

K: Jan Frank?

D: Yes. He was also in Prague. I think he went to Topeka, didn't he?

K: Yes. Doctor Lewy and also Doctor Friedman mentioned the name of

your late husband, Doctor Max Deri. Can you tell me something about him?

D: Well, I could tell you a lot. I could talk for hours about him,

His profession was history of art -- but that doesn't say what he really

did, because what he did was psychology of art. He was not analyzed,

but he knew quite a lot. He had read all of Freud and so on, and so in
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his many, many lectures what he told the people was very much influenced
analytically.

K: Did he teach at a university or institution?

D: No. Well, yes, for awhile in Europe, but that he didn't like very
much. He gave lectures, private lectures, nine times a week, that means
every weekday and some afternoon courses. He was really, I must say,
one of the brightest men I ever met, By the way, Rado, who liked him
very much, always said he should not be analyzed. He said, 'In the
first place you are much too sound, much too healthy mentally, you don't
need it, but secondly, perhaps it would destroy your way of thinking,
the gift that you have, to have fantasies, but fantasies that are --
that never lose contact with reality.

K: Maybe if he had been analyzed he would have become an analyst, which
Rado would have felt would be a losi;:>

D: Maybe -- well, he would have been a very good analyst.

K: What was the date of his death, was it after you migrated to this
country?

D: Yah, You know, he died at the end of the week in which two of his
brothers were killed by the Nazis, one sister, who, when the people came
to arrest her and to bring her to Poland ~-- you know what that means,

to the gas chambers -- she jumped out of a window and was immediately
dead, and his youngest sister at the same time, the same week, disappeared
completely -- we never learned what happened to her -- that is, four of
his siblings were killed, so to say by the Nazés. He was in very good

contact with all of them, and it was very sad for him, and at the end
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of that same week he died from a heart attack.

K: What was the year?

D: That was -~ I'm bad in years, wait a minute, that was shortly before --
when did I come to -- that must have been in 1933 or 1934, I can look
it up.

K: No, that's good enough for my purposes. That is, he was deceased
before you migrated. You came alomne.

D: Oh, no.

K: You came in 1935.

D: Oh, yes, that's right -- so it must have been a few years later.

K: Afterwards, I see,

D: Yes., He came later than I did, because there were some formalities
to be settled in Germany. He came about half a year after I came here,
He must have died in 1937 or 1938, something like that.

K: Did he associate with any of the teaching institutions here in
California? Such as the University of Califormia?

D: No. There was one thing -- his English wasn't very good., He could
read without any difficulty, he could read everything, understood every-
thing, and had a very good vocabulary, but you know maybe just because
he was such a good speaker, he didn't give lectures in English, you
know, because he felt that his English wasn't good enough. He was an
exceptional speaker, so exceptional that once he was the official
speaker for a whole city, the city of Mannheim, and they employed him,
whenever anything was to be said, you know, some address being given,

they had him come and he had to give it.
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K: You mentioned your brother, who is still living in Europe.

D: He lives in London, yes.

K: 1In London for many years?

D: (©h, yes, many years, since 1933,

K: 1Isn't he a professional man?

D: Yes, he is a professor of sociology, and how is that called -- what
we call =~

K: Political science?

D: Political science, that's right -- and he was a professor in Europe,
and when the Nazis came; he used to live in Hallefif, that's a little town
in Germany, and he was =- I don't know why, but they accused him of
having something to do with the burning of the Reichstag, you know,

the Parliament, and so he immediately moved to London, and has been

in London ever since. By the way, because I mentioned the burning of

the Parliament, my younger son was accused of having burned the Reichstag,
not intellectually, you know, but with a match. He wasn't even in Berlin
at that time. But he was in a concentration camp for several months,

and my husband finally could get him out -- it cost very much money and
labor.

K: I met your son, the architect. How many children did you have?

D: I have only these two boys. The architect is living here, in Pacific
Palisades, and the younger ome, who is a physicist, lives in Rye, New York.
K: Is he a teacher?

D: No, he works for a firm -- wait a minute, General Precision Instru-

ments, something like that ~-- quite a large thing.



sgouullo gt peivil [liss ei osw (wssiZowd Huoy be

P BSY tthlOA gi eovii o i

Jniv ~= Lelles 3sdy al wen a3 "oloiooa io Toueoleus & el i (wed 1l

- :_:3 ow

! Taspelioe Is:;J£IOﬂ 1]

P 3 c = porr o T Spia i alapAe  ampiian Fpaictlag wc
eST0UNE I Uczeslorq & -eaw o bus -~- ndsiu a'ienl (saneise IssiziloY G

heeusor Y8l Jud (v womd! z'zol I -- 28w s bns . cvmnmiisd ot
womd Loy ssiedolsh sdi Yo smimiud sd: H3 v ob o oaidiasce “HAJ«“
fesd esd bas uohmod 63 bevom z;c;s*'umhi Si oe bos omemsilist enl

o jutauod eds Dssclimem i sausasd evEv el oSufie wove xobmod nk

Ly
<
m

cGsuedolsll edl benwud pnlvers o bsausss eiw oz LeanuGy (g (4L85Gijﬂ»{ s:ly

iluzef nut nove 3'mesw si cinsem 8 didw 2id wem! woy ‘ziiézgssiiﬁ;qir;cn
(aéjﬁﬂmiisrsvse'uoi amss 6Iisuigeon0d 8 Hi esw od Ind ,emli 3sdd s
- LH$ REOOR wm Dis
.39631

%svuﬁ zoy bibd mexblids s woH .25 253 bdous Su-.}ﬁca Tuon dom I i
SiliosT al ,sved dosridous en¥ ;E{ééAOWJ asved o0 d

SHI0Y wel (el oab esvile telol 2G5 el ode csoovegaudy o has

Tisdases o s el i

-uildent golelosut [axessd edvaim & 2ipy -- will 5 owo® wiuow oo @ G
I ot “t o o~

e Is R vy >I 8 eiliup -~ d=dy e2dnsn




1

14

K: Last time I was here I got from you the name of Mrs, Gertrude Frankel
Picard, whom I have never met yet personally, but I telephoned her,

and she of course was Simmel's secretary in 1936 to 1940, and she had
quite a few interesting things already on the telephone to say, and
perhaps 1 can get around to making a more detailed interview with her.
She mentioned how Simmel had a house on Hudson Avenue until 1939, which
was his office, and that's where she worked, and after he gave up the
Hudson Avenue office, I think she only worked for him thereafter part-time,
or maybe not at all, I forget the details, I think part-time then for
another year. Why did Simmel have his office separate from his home?

D: No, he had his office in his home, as I had.

K: Didn't he have two houses, one on Hudson Avenue and one on Wilcox?

D: No, he moved from Hudson to Wilcox.

K: I see, that straightens it out. I think some people also have been
confused, as well as I, thinking that he had two places.

D: No, only one, and he always worked at home, just as I did, always,
also in Europe.

K: Very comfortable,

D: Very.

K: I wonder why people don't do it so much anymore. Well, this has been
vélegood. We needn't stop. I wonder if we couldn't talk some about
anything at all, about teaching. You've been so active in teaching.

In retrospect about the Institute, do you think it's developed as you
would have liked, or do you see room for improvement,

D: There is room for improvement in teaching. I don't do any teaching now,
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except training analysis and supervision, but you know I don't agree with
many things how they are done here, but, I don't think this should be
published you know, for several reasons, but for instance the candidates
are given a list of -- a bibliography, you know, what they should read
for this course or that one, and it always says such and such a book,
page 128 to 141, and I know that the candidates read only these pages,
and all the other things in the book they don't learn at all -- things
like that.

K: Do you have any opinions about the structure of our psychoanalytic
organization?

D: No, I'm very bad in all organizational and administrative things,
very bad, because I'm not interested in them.

K: Do you feel psychoanalysis has room for improvement as a science?

D: Do you mean as a science or as a treatment -- therapy?

K: Either one or the other,

D: Yes, I think there is in both areas room for improvement, which
certainly will take quite a lot of time to be realized. I have the
feeling -- I don't know whether I'm right, but I have the feeling that
the therapeutic value of analysis is negated by many peoﬁle here, and
for me that's the main thing -- well not the only thing, of course not,
but most of the value of analysis for me is the therapy.

K: Does this imply that people put value on psychoanalysis for, from
other viewpoints? Such as philosophy, or =~

D: Yes, people think about the connections between philosphy and religion

and many other things and analysis, and I'm not very interested in that =--
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and also all these new things about the ego, you know. I know that many
people, also among our candidates or young analysts -~ they talk and act
as if they had invented ego psychology. That's so wrong. If you read
any paper or book by Freud you can find it there too. You know what

I mean, don't you.

K: Very much so. I was going to ask did Freud have some viewpoint about
analysis as being principally a therapeutic psychology or philosophy, or
were these viewpoints for him all equally valid ones -- do you follow me?
D: I don't know. No, I can't say anything about that. I don't think
so.

K: We haven't spoken much about people here on the local scene, and I
do mean from the perspective of historical viewpoints. For example, when
you first.came to Los Angeles, I guess Brumswick was very mucwl':__-_:::\‘3

D: Yah.

K: Some people say that he's been a very good influence,

D: Yah. Very good. I think his influence was very good all the time.
You know, in the first place ‘le’s a good analyst, I'm sure of that, and
he is interested aiso im—the, always was@nterested, in the progress in
analytic theory, in analytic thinking. He's interested in the applica-
tion of analysis; you know, on other sciences and other subjects.
Brunswick was there, then Mrs. Munk, whose name then was Libbin,

Estelle Levy was here, and shortly before I came, I think a year before

I came, Ernst Simmel came here, and immediately became of great influence
on everybédy.

K: Did you know Thomas Libbin?
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D: Yah, the first husband of Mrs. Munk., I knew him, and right from the
beginning I had the impression, this is a man who has a great future
behind him. Do you know what I mean? He had great possibilities, but

he didn't make anything of them. He was very proud that he had known
Freud, and when you heard him talk, he was the only psychoanalyst, you know?
But he was very, very neurotic, and not a very good character, I don't
know whether this should be published or not. I mean just this sentence.
K: Very true, and you can be reassured that it's in confidence. I'm
trying to recall from your first interview any points that we can

extend upon or elaborate upon.

D: Yes, I wanted to tell you there were a few mistakes in that. I must
read it again to find it, but I remember there was something about the
Freud letters to Simmel; there I made a mistake, about the years or about
what happened to them, 1I'll correct it in this and let you know about
it

K: Yes, we can take care of that easily enough. Well perhaps we should
stop, unless there is more now that you would like to say; I'm very satis~
fied .and happy that we had this interview,

D: I guess th;t you will have all this transcribed and will show it to
me before it is finished. It may be that I can insert some things or
correct some things, which I'd gladly do.

K: Well, thank you very much.

D: You're entirely welcome.
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