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- The follow;ng are two position statements composed) after lengthy
dellberation, by the Mental Health Information Co-¢rdinating
Council and recently accepted by your Board of Dirgctors for
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: ember organizations
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STATEMENT NO. 1
MENTAL HEALTH INFORMATION COORDINATING COUNCIL
STATEMENT OF POSITION
STATE HOSPITALS

The Council welcomes the Governor's statement of February 24, 1968
. ;ealllngvfor 1nst1tutlonuof new stafflng standards bas“d on the

1c1ent funds for 1ts 1mp1ementat10n. We urge the
ry to 1ts necessary oo sequences hls recommendation

“ ' the light of
uged as well as

: for a "reeva
the most up-

COMMUNITY ?RGGRAMB

~ Community treatment pr0v1des an elternatlve to State,bospital'éare,
which often is not only preferable cllnlcally, but ofiten is more
» A recent survey shows that existing priviate Short-Doyle
. lities are aware of a need for at least gdoubling the
existing level f logal’ preventlve and treatmént services and could
provide this deubled amount of service with available manpower if
- dollars were amallable.

- Thereforeé theaﬁounel
for Sﬁort bo;
that an iner
permit- V
 ation be suf:
' grams. In p culap,; thd 5 Y- ,
of respensib: ;ty £rom any State program until a@equa*e prOV1“w
are- made for the care of. the affected present and futpre patlents.

l'welcomes ‘the Governords proposal that .funds..
: ed lllon, but notes:

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH ACT ﬂ?'1967

The Council asks that this Act include sufficient proyisions for the
i on of pétentlally su1c1dal patients and for those who are in
" i clear and immihent|danger to the’
and mm@ do net meet the criteria for establishing censer-




STATEMENT NO. 2
MENTAL HEALTH INFORMATION COORDINATING COUNGIL
 STATEMENT OF POSITION

This organization repreSents some 25 professional and lay organ-
izations concerned with providing adequate treatment ifor California's
mentally and emotionally ill. The following is our statement of
position on legislation-and policies which will be passed on during
the coming year. ' ,

SIATE HOSPITALS

WHEREAS the California Medical Assoc1at10n in 1968 studied
California State mental hospitals and found stafiffing to be
inadequate€, and. furthér found that recent budget| cuts had
caused merale and recruitment problems and had been detri-
mental te malntalnlng the 1nst1tutlons, and

te Department
of the present
scommended from

'3) Urges the Gevernor to carty to its necessary consequences
his recommendation for a n"regevaluation of the budget for
nental health if the light o6f the most up-tosdate information
avallable, based. on need as well as resources avrllable."
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! AS 51xtee1zcownt1es are wlthout Short- Doyle
Aané other coiuntieées are cur%alllng programs and s
because of the uncertalntles of Short Doyle fund
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Soi
THERBEFORE the Mental Health Information Coordinating Council:

1) Asks that the Community Mental Health Act include
sufficient provisions for the protection of potentially
suicidal patients;

2) Asks that the Community Mental Health Act provide adequate
provision for those who are in need of treatment|without
posing a clear and imminent danger to the community and who

do not meet the criteria for establishing conservatorship;

3) Asks that evaluation be made of the increased amount of
staff time required to carry out more complex commitment
procedures and that any significant amounts of staff time
be replaced in order to maintain proper levels of patient

care.




