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The study of fetishistic cbject relationships in child-
hoed is helpful in understanding fetishism in adult life. The

literature about fetishism in children is relatively limited,

perhaps related to the fact that fetishistie behavior in children
is usually considered normal by the parents, who do no& seek
treatment because of it, Fetishism is related to sucking and
weaning problems and consists of a relationship not wifh the whole
ebject, but with a partieular quality of the ebject; such as, its
texture or its smell., TFetishistic attitudes in object|relation-
ships play a role in all phases of development, |

Winnicotfs concept of transitional objects asibeing a
universal and normal phenomena is not correct and may éven be
dangerous, Fetishism in children is pathological and a specifiec
disturbance,

L " |
The child's unconscious motivation for fetishism can

only be understood when the unconscious of the mother can be

underatood. The mother of = fetishistic echild often seduces the
child into fetishistiec behavier by offering him a substitute for
herself. 1In some cases, the mother seems more reluetant to give
up the fetishistic object than dees the child,

The fetish can be kept with the child at all t[mes and
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has the effect of freeing the mother and giving her a
relief that she has not really left the child. The

fetishistie children cannct permit separation,
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The development of fetishistic ebject relationships

interferes with internalization in the normal development of ego

and superego, because the impulses directed at the obj

deflected onto the fetish and not intrejected.

sign that the child has not accepted weaning, and a fi

established which affects 2ll later developments.

In some cases, it can be seen how an adult on

treats other people as fetishistic objects,
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it is only a part of the person which is importantj such as, a

particular skin color or fextupe, and the object must

be omnipo-

tently controlled at all times, as a child contrels the fetish,

The development of patholegical part-obiect relationsh

fostered by fetishism in childhood.

certain toys is not the same as the compulsive, fetish

desires of these children who become totally panicked
prived of their fetish.

tically, and the fetish is uswally essential to going

Freud's concept that the fetish represented t

illusory
tien for

anxiety, rather than castration anxiety.
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the phenomenon. Fetishism seems to dnvelve separation
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transitional ebiect relationships are a phase of norma
ment deserve some defense. Hormality develops out of
pathelogical stages, one of which is partial obisct re
Fetishistic elements continue to persist as part of so
noermal and mature love,

Pr, Sperling replied that it is a question of
of attachment and the ability, or lack of it, to accep
tute objects. The mother is the child's first obiect,
relationship is what determines the future development

relationships, not the relationship te toys, etec. Fet

1l develop-
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lationships.

-called

the degree
t substi-
and this
of object

ishism in

childhood is not developmental but is a fixation at a stage of

part-object relationships.

Dr., Hacker said that an arrest at a2 certain s

tage is a

t alsec be

symptom, but in oerder to be a point for arrest, it mus
a developmental stage.

Dr., Sperling replied that fetishism is pathel
because it is a split-relationship between the real mo
the substitute mother, as represented by the fetish.

Dr, Kato vanlLemsen noted that there are many
"normal® children which we would call symptoms if they
Dr, George Mohr expressed interest in the mother's rol
daevelopment of fetishism, in particular, the question

cious communication between the mother and the chilad,

L. Pomer asked if there is a "fetishistogenic" mother,

Sperling agreed and gave an example,
Dr, Marvin Osman asked if the pother's motiva

net be related te a sense of inadequacy, and that she
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deal with this by giving the child something in place of herself,

Dr, Eperlinp emphasized the need of the mothers of these
children to keep the child attached to them. True fetishists
have no real love obiects, in spite of surface normality, and

suicide is not uncommwon amonp fetishists, TFetishism seems to be

a focal symptem like an isolated paranoia or phobia, and fetishists
may lead apparently normal lives in all spheres except for their
perversion,

Dr, Klaus Hoppe commented on Winnicotfs ided that tran-
sitional object relationships may lead in adult life to relation-
ships with inanimate objects such as works of art, ete,
Pr. Hoppe reported that he observed that 16 lout of 21
patients in analysie could remember having transitional obiject
relationships, and theée relationships could be related to thair

later symptom formation., These object relationships seem to have

|
the effeet of warding off psychosomatic symptoms.

In the transference, Dr. Hoppe noted that the therapist

may become a sort of transitional object which may be
service of ego defenses and is not necessarily purely
Of the five patients who could not recall transitiona

relationships, four had psychesomatic symptoms,

used in the
fetishistic,

1 object

Dr. Sperling agreed that the perversion ofte? seems to

have the effect of preventing the development of othe:

by gratifying impulses and leaving other areas of the

relatively healthy.
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Br., Alexander Regawski felt that the differemces between
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Drs. Sperling and Hacker were more a matter of terms than funda-
nental concepts. The child has been called "polymorphus perverse”
and the seeds of pathology are in all children. Scmetimes these
seeds persist into adult life and become symptoms, largely de-
pending on the mother-child relationship. Fetishism can be seen
as an uncenscious pact between the mother and the child to act

out a secret fantasy. It is noteworthy that fetishism|sec often
includes forbidden,primitive gratifications; such as, smelling

and touching.
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