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Seminsrs for Movie Writers (1945-1946)

Last M. April 24, 1 attended a lecture aponmed'by the
mmn&m«mmm. There wore a nucber of actors &n
emm'wpmxymommnmmmmm
ummawucmammmmmmm"hm@mmw.
Somebody expressed the wish for more lestures related to psychosualysis
and the theatre bacause, ho satd, he thought more knowledge of psychoe
snalysis would help tham to be better actors, etc. This brought to mind
scmathing I forgot up to now to inslude in xmy contributions to the
history of psychosnalytic sctivities in Southern Californta that might
be of interest, so 1 shall briefly relate it. |

Soem after I came to Los Angeles, which was in July, 1945, probadly
avound the fall of 1943, a group got togethar informally every Sunday
afternoon (svening?) that consisted, besides me, of J.F. Brown, Fh.D.
and & nunber of moving picture writers, The reason was that those writers
were very much intsrested 1o lesrning all sbous paychosnslysis because
they had ths esne motion es expressed by ths man in the audience menticned
above, that a good knowledge of psychoanalysis woyld epsble them to do
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amsa,tjebtnmuas. meltmwmmpmbablyl.v.mm
mm&:hatﬂm.mmylmelyteMuammof
analysts hare as Resabel Brovn. 1 hed kmown J, F. in Ransas, whare
m&adbmfaamdmsMQfmAmmmmmzaf
mm«m«uum mm:rmaammxmamemr
ﬁmhhwatmmmsteyhmm.m He was a
bﬂmmzmcm,aatcm«aut.mmmmm Be wag
peychoanalytically oriented, had written the book, "“Ihe mcuecymtea
of Abnormal Behavier®, :hmmym;mmeuofm. J. P. Brown
wmmmmawrmw.maum@&
undarstood to have becn o tretning analysis and seened to consides
suificient qualification to practice enalysis. |

Axomg the writera wers tha, at that time or scon after, big time movie
mmnmmmmummmmt. Mewafeoahew
xwmmlyuutm.auomm@mm:mm.
Wo muat have besa a group of ebout ten.or twelve who met rotatingly
at the homes of some of ths pavticipants. The discuseions ranged rather
far apd wide, 1 recall that smong others anthropological topics wers
discussed, too. But the main concern was the sbove menticned motion
vhich asems to appeal very much to aoma pescple, and comes up again snd
egatn. I persmally em convinced that good and talented writing haeo
nothiog to gatn from the “imowledge” of psychosmalysis and tried to convey
and to explain this again and again to the group. I peinted to Shakespeare
sud to Dostoyewakdi, and went into detail about Freuwd's “Gradive® and it'a
suthor's nsgative reaction to whatever belated contact with psychosnalysis
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ko had, but without being sble to convinee the hoarers, I an afreid.
In gpite of this these mectinga were very interesting and etimulating
to me, 20d lasted through most of the winter of 1943+1946.
It may b2 of intoreat to kmow that, bosides the "official” tesching,
ete. activities in los Angoles there wera sgme other related things




