February 13, 1950

G, Henry Katz, ¥.D,
111 North 43th Straet
Philadelphia 33, Penn.

Dear Dagtor Xats:

It was very kind of you to tell me about the development in
Philadelpnia and to give me such velualle informstion. I thenk you
vary much,

411 this is very interesting to na, especially right now
beceuse we hers sre in a very similar situstlon ag you have gone
through and it locks as if things would develop zlong the same lines.

The main Lesues are approxim-tely the same here with a siight
shift of secent on scme mimor noints, :

Perhays we =re in o slightly more advantegeous position inas-
mich #8 our group, which would correspond to the group you belong to,
hag & slight but perhape signifiesnt wajority over the other group.

The situstion und the work 2t our Institute hus almost from the begin-
ning on, when Ernet Simwel was still slive, been guite unpleasant =nd
increasingly @ifficult sad ny friends snd I have been move and moTe
concernad with the -roblem how to diecharge our obligation to our
students to provide and maintain teashing end treining on the necessary
high level,

Ever gince early lest summer, I personally tried to find =
solution for our difficulties which would elimimste the emotional
strain, the friction, the discord of personal and scientific nature
an@ the political mameuvering commected with it. The best way to me
sesmed to be & re-orgenization of our training sehool and education
committes along the lines of the srrangement which the London Ingtitute
of Peychosnalysis had effected a few years sgo, I pianned and prepsred
this very carefully, presented it tc some of my friends &nd finally
succeeded in wmniting cur group inte aceepting such & pisn and in sceept~
ing the idea %o propose such = re-orgsnization offieially to our
Education Commitbee. Unfortunstely, when I did this just = week ago,
1t became clear that this plam, which would heve prevented =n in my
opinion undesirable complete split-up wes impossible. The opposing
feetion rejected such a compromise pisn and has insisted on = complete
split-up, which I had iried to preveni on principle grounds and out of
consideration for our students. It seeme now that = eplit is the only
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No final decision has been yet made how to proceed nor hag
the matter been brought up before the Los Angeles Ppychosnalytie Society.
Therefore, I must gk you to treat thie whole affair as strietly confi-
dential,

Bhen I spoke with you end some of your friends st the mid-
winter mseting, I heard very interesting news about a revigion of your
training methods. Again, if it is not asking too much, I would be very
interested in hesring mere details zbout the new method of training and
teaching that you have adopted. I 2lsoc would like very much to know
how you broached the whole m-tter to your students, how thay took the
news and whet technical ways you found to protect the siudents from hard-
sehips, such as peesibly losing the benefits of the GI Bill, ete,

1 read your psper with great interest and can enly say that I,
of ecourse, agree with 1t completely. 4s you pointed out in your paper,
this is 2 battle that hae been fought &11 over sgein snd egain for the
lzst forty years snd won that long ago. I myself made this the subject
of & paper published in the Menninger Bulletin in 1941, in which I put
particuler strees on what I termed "the return of the repression® which
is also the title of the paper,

I am elso deeply lmpressed by Bir, Biddlie's letter end would
like to ask you to convey to him my expression of appreciation.

It almost looks as if thie parting of the wiya between thoge
who understsnd peychoanalysie well and the "recent edveneists® is going
to be a nation-wide movement., It night be & necessary thing; but I
connot say that I am happy sbout it. What I dislike sbout it most is
the very great role shich personality tralts of sn wndesirable character
play in this and the inability of the people involved to find a better
and more mature solution to such difficulties.

Let me assure you that my friends and I are in deep sympathy

with youn znd #®<& group. I shall keep you informed of further develop-
ments here.

Cordially wours,

Emat Lﬁ'y, “.B.

BL/ab
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